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01• Why international studies?
• The world needs a new kind of professional.
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• The world is changing
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• Challenges facing the planet today are 
multi-dimensional

Requires professionals who can:

⚫ critically and ethically evaluate 
challenges

⚫ contribute individual expertise 

⚫ communicate across specializations

⚫ integrate disparate views and 
specialized knowledge



02• Why KU GSIS?
• International student body, engaged faculty, customizable curriculum
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• World class faculty
• More than 50 lecturers (24 full time professors) with a wide range of expertise



8copyrightⓒ 2022 All rights reserved by Korea University

• Events
• Lectures, workshops, and other events are happening all the time.
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⚫ Each student curates their own curriculum.

⚫ All courses are taught in English.

⚫ Students come from around the world.

• Tailored professional development
• Chart your own course to fulfill your individual vision.

195 students from 54 countries (2026-1)



03• What can I learn at KU GSIS?
• Customizable curriculum
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• Kobe, Fudan & American 

    University

• SOAS University of London

• Diplomatic Academy of Vienna 
   (Austria)

• Waseda University

• International Commerce
• International Development & 

Cooperation

• International Peace & Security

• Area Studies

• Korean Studies

MA

Dual & 

Exchange 

Programs 

• International Commerce
• International Relations

• International Development

• Korean Studies

PhD 

• Glocal Conflict (BK21)
• CAMPUS Asia 

• Digital Commerce Program

• EU Centre

• Public Diplomacy

Special

Programs
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• International Commerce (IC)

Kim, Jung-Ho

PhD, Harvard 
University

Strategic 
management, 
int’l business

Oh, Jeong Hun

PhD, University of 
Iowa

ICT economics, 
industrial 
organization

Lee, Dong-eun

PhD, Indiana 
University-
Bloomington

Int’l finance, 
macro-economics

Kwak, Do Won

PhD, Michigan 
State University

Applied micro-
economics, 
econometrics

Choi, Woo Jin

PhD, University of 
Virginia

International 
Economics, Open 
Macro, Monetary 
Economics

Robert Rudolf

PhD, University of 
Goettingen

Economics of 
development, 
gender studies

Kang, Moonsung

PhD, University of 
Wisconsin-
Madison

Int’l trade, 
economic 
development

Joo, Hyungseok

PhD, University of 
Boston

International 
Economics, 
Monetary 
Economics
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Specializations

International Security

International Political 
Economy

International 
Institutions & History

Soh, Changrok

PhD, Tufts University

Human rights,
Int’l organizations

Kim, Byungki

PhD, Russian 
Academy of Sciences

Defense, Intelligence

Cho, Hyun-binn

PhD, University of Pennsylvania

Int’l security, nuclear security, 
security in East Asia

Lee, Jae-seung

PhD, Yale University

Energy, 
European studies

Han, Jung-Sun

PhD, University of Washington, 
Seattle

History of East Asia, 
Japan studies

Lim, Sijeong

PhD, University of Washington, 
Seattle

Welfare & Environmental politics, 
Public diplomacy 

Kim, Dong Jung

PhD, University of Chicago

Int’l relations theory,
Economy-security nexus

International Peace and Security (IPS)

Park, Sunkyung

 PhD, New York University

Korean Politics, Democracy, 
Comparative Authoritarianism, 
Elections and Political Behaviors

Wang, Anran

PhD, Cornell University 

History, 
China

Kim, Sungeun

PhD, KAIST

Science and Technology policy
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All Professors

Sectors Goals Professors

Economic

Peace

Partnership

Robert Rudolf

PhD, Goettingen Univ.
▪ Economics of 

development

▪ Gender studies

Soh, Changrok

PhD, Tufts Univ.

▪ Int’l politics

▪ Human rights

▪ Int’l organizations

Cuz Potter

PhD, Columbia Univ.
▪ Urban planning

▪ Social justice

▪ Development theory

Kang, Kyuwon

PhD, Waseda Univ.

▪ Int’l educational 
development 

Professors of International Commerce (IC)

Chung, Suhyong

PhD, Stanford Univ.
▪ Political economy of 

climate change

▪ Sustainable development

Lee, Seungho

PhD, SOAS Univ. of London
▪ Geography

▪ Water policy

Lee, Jaeseung

PhD, Yale Univ.
▪ Energy

▪ Int’l political economy 

▪ European studies

Professors of International Peace and Security (IPS)

Int’l Development and Cooperation (IDC)
• Explore interactions among states, international organizations, aid agencies, and individuals in reducing poverty and inequality, 

achieving sustainable development, and addressing climate change

Environ-
mental

Social
Kim, Sungeun

PhD, KAIST

Science and 
Technology policy
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Expertise

East Asia

Europe

Korea

Lee Jae-seung

PhD, Yale University

Energy, Int’l Political Economy, 
European studies 

Area Studies · Korean Studies
Explore, experience, and become experts

Han, Jung-Sun

PhD, University of Washington 

History, 
Japan and East Asia

Kim, Byungki

PhD, Russian Academy of Sciences

Int’l. Security, Russia 

Yi, Sohoon

PhD, University of Toronto

Culture, Race, Gender, Social change

Suh, Doowon

PhD, University of Chicago

Sociology, labor relations

Park, Sunkyung

 PhD, New York University

Korean Politics, Democracy, 
Comparative Authoritarianism, 
Elections and Political Behaviors

Kim, Andrew Eungi

PhD, University of Toronto

Culture, Social change

Wang, Anran

PhD, Cornell University 

History, 
China
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Area Studies Centers

• Jean Monnet EU

•  Centre of Excellence

Center for East Asian 
Studies

(since 2009)
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Related Research Centers in/ 
around GSIS

▪ International Human Rights Center

▪ Center for Global Climate and Marine 
Governance

▪ Center for Glocal 
Conflict Management

▪ Center for International Education & 
Culture Studies

▪ UNDP Seoul Policy Center

• Career path (IDC)

1. KOICA ODA Young Professional
2. Internship in international 
organizations (e.g., UNICEF, FAO, 
IOM, UNHCR, UNIDO)
3. UN Volunteer

NGO / 
Academics

Int’l 
Organization

Private 
Organization

Public
Organization

1.  GSIS Curriculum
2. Thesis writing
3. TA or RA
4. Int’l Conference
5. Internships
6. KOICA ODA Generalist Certificate

Theoretical + Practical Knowledge

IDC Expert

Theoretical + Practical Knowledge

▪ KOICA, etc.
▪ Export-Import 

Bank of Korea
▪ Public donor 

institutions

▪ KOICA Multilateral 
Cooperation Officer

▪ JPO at UN 
organizations 

▪ Social 
enterprises

▪ Consulting 
firms

▪ NGO / Int’l 
NGO

▪ Research 
Centers

▪ PhD
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• Thesis and non-thesis tracks
• Some recent theses and dissertations

Hyoyon Lee Effects of FDI Inflows on Firms' Performance: A Case Study of Korea

Novruzova, Nargiz Religion and Society: A Systematic Literature Review of the Role of Christianity in Korean Society and Governance (Pre-Democratic, Democratic and COVID Eras)

Andrew  Johnson Analyzing Social Inclusion of Gay Men in South Korea: The Male Homosexual Experience

Hong, Su Jung Anti-Americanism in North Korea: How Anti-Americanism Exists and Mobilized in North Korea

Giulia Maggi A Comparative Study of the Purchase Behavior of Imported Organic Foodstuffs in Italy and South Korea

Chiara Sardo Humanitarianism At Sea: The Work of NGOs Along the Central Mediterranean Route of Migration

Alessandra Gramiccia Tackling UN Peacekeepers’ Sexual Misconduct: When Do Abuser Face Justice?

Heidi Nam The Shifting Tides in International Student Enrollment in the United States

Sleeki Han EU-China Comprehensive Agreement on Investment: Issues and Potential Impacts

Sakurah Janise Fisher Reform and Retainment: Comparison of Refugee Protection Developments in Japan and South Korea

Moonhyun Bae The Effects of Economic Inequality on Offline and Online Political Participation

Soeun Park Enterprise Motivations for Voluntary Agreements: Plastic Packaging Waste Management in Korea

Bo Young Han Does Foreign Aid Enhance Developing Countries to Change Their Export Structure?

Doyun Kim An Empirical Analysis on the Impact of Free Trade Agreements Depth on FDI Inflows Into ASEAN Countries

Mattie Elisa Keessen Drivers Behind Greening Initiatives in the Mega Yacht Industry

Yang, Xiaomeng Research on Risk Level and Risk Governance of China’s Investment in the ‘One Belt One Road Initiative’ Countries

Yeayoung Lee The Current Situation of Menstrual Health and Hygiene (MHH) for Secondary School Girls in Rural Cambodia

Osei, Charles Baffour Corporate Governance and Firm Performance in Ghana for Listed and Unlisted Companies. Case Study: Ghana

Said, Mambiu Kassim Determinants of Taxable Capacity in East Africa 
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• MA (thesis track)
Category Courses Credits

Core Compulsory Courses 
(공통필수)

Research Methods (연구방법론)
Thesis Research I (논문지도-3학기)

3
3

Total 6

Core Elective Courses 
(공통선택)

Select 3 of the following 4 (4과목중 3개선택):
• International Business (국제경영)
• International Economics (국제경제)
• World Politics (국제정치)
• Introduction to International Development and Cooperation (국제개발협력입문)

3
3
3

Total 9

Major Electives 
(전공선택)

Select your track and take 5 courses in your track
(본인트랙에서 5과목선택수강)

15

Area Studies 
(지역학)

Take two courses from Area Studies
(지역학 2과목선택수강)

6

General Electives 
(일반선택)

• GRA511 INTRODUCTION TO GRADUATE STUDIES (1 Credit) and
Maximum 6 credits can be taken in languages other than English. 
(It applies to All students from FALL semester 2024)
Any additional courses such as:
• All the courses in KU GSIS
• Summer or Winter sessions (2-3 credits per class) 
• Courses taught in KU General Graduate School/other GSIS in Korea, etc

4

Total 40
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• MA (non-thesis track)
Category Courses Credits

Core Compulsory Courses (공통필수) Research Methods (연구방법론) 3

Total 3

Core Elective Courses 
(공통선택)

Select 3 of the following 4 (4과목중 3개선택):
• International Business (국제경영)
• International Economics (국제경제)
• World Politics (국제정치)
• Introduction to International Development and Cooperation (국제개발협력입문)

3
3
3

Total 9

Major Electives 
(전공선택)

Select your track and take 7 courses in your track
(본인트랙에서 7과목선택수강)

21

Area Studies 
(지역학)

Take two courses from Area Studies
(지역학 2과목선택수강)

6

General Electives 
(일반선택)

• GRA511 INTRODUCTION TO GRADUATE STUDIES (1 Credit) and
Maximum 6 credits can be taken in languages other than English. 
(It applies to All students from FALL semester 2024)
Any additional courses such as:
• All the courses in KU GSIS
• Summer or Winter sessions (2-3 credits per class) 
• Courses taught in KU General Graduate School/other GSIS in Korea, etc

4

Total 43
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• MA (Korean Studies, thesis track)
Category Courses Credits

Core Compulsory Courses 
(공통필수)

Research Methods (연구방법론)
Thesis Research I (논문지도-3학기)

3
3

Total 6

Core Elective Courses 
(공통선택)

• Contemporary Korean Society
• Modern History of Korea

3
3

Total 6

Language Korean I, II, III
(exceptions replaced by major electives)

9

Total 9

Major Electives 
(전공선택)

Take 3 courses in Korean Studies 9

General Electives 
(일반선택)

• GRA511 INTRODUCTION TO GRADUATE STUDIES (1 Credit) and
Maximum 6 credits can be taken in languages other than English. 
(It applies to All students from FALL semester 2024)
Any additional courses such as:
• All the courses in KU GSIS
• Summer or Winter sessions (2-3 credits per class) 
• Courses taught in KU General Graduate School/other GSIS in Korea, etc

10

Total 40
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• MA (Korean Studies, non-thesis track)
Category Courses Credits

Core Compulsory Courses 
(공통필수)

Research Methods (연구방법론) 3

Total 3

Core Elective Courses 
(공통선택)

• Contemporary Korean Society
• Modern History of Korea

3
3

Total 6

Language Korean I, II, III
(exceptions replaced by major electives)

9

Total 9

Major Electives 
(전공선택)

Take 5 courses in Korean Studies 15

General Electives 
(일반선택)

• GRA511 INTRODUCTION TO GRADUATE STUDIES (1 Credit) and
Maximum 6 credits can be taken in languages other than English. 
(It applies to All students from FALL semester 2024)
Any additional courses such as:
• All the courses in KU GSIS
• Summer or Winter sessions (2-3 credits per class) 
• Courses taught in KU General Graduate School/other GSIS in Korea, etc

10

Total 43
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• PhD
Category Courses Credits

Core Compulsory Courses (공통필수) Independent Study I (개별연구 1)
Independent Study II (개별연구 2)
Thesis Research II (논문지도 2)

3
3
3

Total 9

Core Elective Courses 
(공통선택)

Research Methods (any) 3

Two major-related courses among the Master courses:
• Int’ Commerce track: IIC-listed courses

Int’l Relations track:
• IDC track: IDC-listed courses
• IPS track: IPS-listed courses

6

Total 9

Major Electives 
(전공선택)

Take two Advanced Seminars 6

General Electives 
(일반선택)

• GRA511 INTRODUCTION TO GRADUATE STUDIES (1 Credit) and
Maximum 9 credits can be taken in languages other than English. 
(It applies to All students from FALL semester 2024)
Any additional courses such as:
• All the courses in KU GSIS
• Summer or Winter sessions (2-3 credits per class) 
• Courses taught in KU General Graduate School/other GSIS in Korea, etc

13

Total 37



04• Are there additional opportunities at KU 
GSIS?

• Certificate programs, exchange programs, and special programs



25copyrightⓒ 2022 All rights reserved by Korea University

• Certificate programs
• Aim: To build additional expertise in specific regions and practices

Visit the KU GSIS website for details.

• Certificate of Completion in East Asia

• Certificate of Completion in Europe

• Certificate of Completion in Human Rights Studies

• Certificate of Completion in Korean Studies

• Certificate of Completion in Glocal Conflict Management

• Certificate of Completion in Digital Commerce

• CAMPUS Asia Joint Certificate in Risk Management
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• Exclusive dual and exchange programs

• Tuition must be paid for both Korea University and SOAS.

• American University: Dual Degree and Exchange
• Kobe University: Dual Degree and Exchange (CAMPUS Asia)
• Fudan University: Dual Degree and Exchange (CAMPUS Asia)
• SOAS University of London: Dual Degree 

• Waseda University: Exchange
• Diplomatic Academy of Vienna: Exchange
• Other Korea University graduate exchange programs (with Associate Dean’s approval)

Visit the KU GSIS website for details.
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• Special programs

CAMPUS Asia Program
• Korea-China-Japan Trilateral Cooperation on Higher Education 
• Career Programs for Experts in Risk Management
• Dual & Exchange Programs: Kobe University & Fudan University
• Tuition fees waived, support for living, airfare, language training
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• Special programs

BK21 (Glocal Conflict Resolution) (2020.09~)
• Government-funded, 7-year graduate student education
• Fosters future leaders in glocal conflict management
• Supports scholarships, special lectures, short-term and long-term research trips, special 

workshops

Global Human Rights Program
• Trains human rights experts through inter-disciplinary studies
• Supports 2–6-month internships (airfare and accommodation)
• Provides mentoring and career development, special lecture series

Center for Global Climate and Marine Governance Program
• Supports Climate Change and Sustainable Development Society’s activities
• Supports research assistants, overseas internships (GGGI)
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• Special programs

Digital Commerce Expert (MA and PhD)
• Nurture digital commerce specialists at MA and PhD levels (IC majors and Korean nationals)
• Scholarships, certificates, joint research projects, special lectures, internships

3+2
• Gives opportunity for KU undergraduates to obtain a BA and MA in five years
• Maximizes return on educational investment



05• How can I pay for my KU GSIS 
degree?

• Scholarships and work opportunities



• Scholarship for outstanding students

• TA/RA scholarships

• KU GSIS BK21 Scholarships

• CAMPUS Asia Program Scholarships

• Scholarships available to Korean students
• Past semester total: More than KRW 890,000,000

Visit the KU GSIS website for details.



• International Scholarships

• KGSP Scholarships (for KGSP students)

• KU GSIS BK21 Scholarships

• CAMPUS Asia Program Scholarships

• Scholarships available to Int’l students
• Past semester total: More than KRW 800,000,000

Visit the KU GSIS website for details.



06• Who will I meet at KU GSIS?
• Introduction to Student activities by the KU GSIS Student Council



07• What can I do with my KU GSIS degree?

• Post-graduation job opportunities



35copyrightⓒ 2022 All rights reserved by Korea University

• Post-graduation job placement
• Employers and type of employment since 2021

• Boston Consulting Group
• China National Radio
• CJ E&M
• DHR International
• Ecube Labs
• Egyptian Tax Authority
• ExoCoBio
• Ghana Revenue Authority
• Green Climate Fund
• GGGI
• IFAD (국제농업개발기금)
• IFPRI(국책식량정책연구소)
• IGS, CM
• KBS
• KEB 하나은행
• KOICA
• KT
• LS산전
• Maven
• Ministry of Finance, Indonesia
• Minnesota Senate
• Morning Star
• National Bank of Cambodia
• Netease Corporation (China)
• New Oriental Education and Technology Group
• NordicNest
• PublickRelay
• SNU Asia Center
• SHEIN
• Sigong Media
• National Communications Authority
• UNESCO-APCEIU
• UNICEF

• UN Population Fund (UNFPA)
• Universidad Casa Grande
• Waterland Investment Services BV
• World Vision
• 경제인문사회연구회
• 고려대학교
• 고려대학교국제대학원 EU센터
• 구글코리아
• 국제경제연구소
• 그린스쿨대학원
• 글로벌녹색성장연구소
• 대한상공회의소(라오스)
• 무림페이퍼
• 미국소재대학원
• 삼일회계법인 PWC
• 삼정 KPMG
• 서강대어학원
• 세종연구소
• 수자원공사물정책연구소
• 여시재
• 우송대학교
• 우양법인
• 웨더피아
• 인구보건복지협회국제과
• 주식회사로이드인증원
• 중소기업연구원
• 중앙일보
• 코오페라서울
• 태평양물산
• 태화복지재단
• 통일연구원국제전략실
• 한국개발전략연구소
• 한국교육과정평가원

• 한국국제협력단
• 한국물포럼
• 한국여성과학기술인지원센터
• 한국조세재정연구원
• 한국해양전략연구소
• 한아세안센터
• 해양환경공단
• 현대경제연구원
• Further study (KU, American University, Johns Hopkins University, 

LSE, etc.)

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70

2021-2024 graduate student 
placement

Total survey respondents: 196
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• Fall 2026 Admissions Timeline
• Available on GSIS homepage (http://int.korea.edu)

Process Date

Online Application Submission
for Korean Applicants from April 1 (Wed.) to April 17 (Fri.), 2026

Supporting Documents Submission 
for Korean Applicants from April 1 (Wed.) to April 20 (Mon.), 2026

Online Application Submission
for International Applicants from March 23 (Mon.) to April 10 (Fri.), 2026

Supporting Documents Submission
for International Applicants from March 23 (Mon.) to April 13 (Fri.), 2026

Interview for all Korean Applicants May 16, 2026 (Sat.) 10:00 ~

Interview for International PhD Applicants
Conducted as necessary. 

KU GSIS will contact each interviewee in advance.

May 16, 2026 (Sat.) 13:00 ~

Admission Decision Notification June 16 (Tue.), 2026 (expected)

http://int.korea.edu/
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• Website (int.korea.edu) 
All information, documents, requirements, 
scholarships, professors, notices, news & events, etc.

• Instagram (@kugsis)
For most important events

• Facebook (@koreagsis)
Auto-posting of all GSIS Notices and News & Events 
from the website

• Youtube
고려대학교국제대학·국제대학원

• Connect with us
• Social media communications links



Thank you!

Visit us:

Associate Dean Dong Jung Kim
Graduate School of International Studies

dj-kim@korea.ac.kr

@kugsis

@koreagsis
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