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Welcome to the Alumni Newsletter!

| am very delighted to present the alumni newsletter to those who have participated in
the KOICA-KUGSIS scholarship program. | believe this program has been cultivating
human resources contributing to the socio-economic and political development of
developing countries. It has been successfully carried out by KOICA and KUGSIS since
2007 with the promising 198 graduates from 44 countries. For the last two years,
KUGSIS has made substantial progress in moving the scholarship program further. Most
of all, Alumni Reunion was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in October 4 -6th, 2016. Our
14 alumni from 10 African countries traveled to Addis Ababa to celebrate the Reunion,
and they participated in a variety of events, including alumni workshop, tours around the
city, and a wide range of faculty lectures. In addition, professors of KUGSIS and State
University of New York (SUNY) provided a consulting session for a development project
proposed by the Tanzanian alumni. This project aims to establish a leather industrial
cluster at Dodoma region in Tanzania. Finally, KUGSIS has been selected to implement
the KOICA-KUGSIS scholarship in the field of Finance and Tax Policy. This program is
being well proceeded since it was begun in September 2017. We hope to organize and
share interesting and meaningful events with you. In this vein, | sincerely ask you to
actively engage with your alma mater. | would love to hear crispy suggestions from all of

you.
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Kim, Sung-han, Ph.D.
Dean, Graduate School of International Studies, Korea University
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FOLLOW-UP PROGRAM ON KOICA-KU MASTERS’ DEGREE PROGRAM IN ECONOMIC
POLICY DEVELOPMENT: ADDIS ABABA 2016

Early October 2016, | found myself on a long haul
flight aboard Ethiopian Airlines from Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia for a very exciting
re-union of some sort event. The event was the
Follow-Up Program on KOICA-KU Masters’ Degree
Program in Economic Policy Development (Africa). It
was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 3-8 October
2016. The Follow Up Program was organised as a
way of finding out the effectiveness of the sponsorship
programs of KOICA and KU.

The Follow-Up Program was attended by fifteen African participants drawn from the pioneer
group of 2007 through to 2015. | studied at Korea University as the 2nd group, 2008-2009. It
was a good time meeting with other KOICA scholarship beneficiaries, especially from KU. |
personally knew three of the participants, 2 from Tanzania and 1 from Kenya from our time in
Korea. | was also selected as one of the three Alumni speakers during the event. The other two
were from Cameroon and Egypt. The Program comprised of presentations from KU Faculty and
invited resource persons as well as site visits in Addis Ababa. Presenters dwelt on a number of
areas and some of the topics that | found beneficial among others were:

* The future of development assistance vis-vis the African Agenda 2063,

* The independence of Official Development Assistance (ODA) in the presence of high
politics;

* Trade and development;

* Human Rights issues and development;

« Sustainability of ODA in turbulent global economies;

 Conducting baseline surveys;

« Urbanisation, Migration and Development with
Korea as a case study; and

 Governance and Development.

The Organisers also arranged visits to the Economic
Commission for Africa (ECA) where the participants
were addressed by one of the Directors Dr. Jimmy
Ocitti. It was quite an informative and insightful
discussion where participants were afforded an
opportunity to deliberate on Africa economic
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development, an issue that is so dear to many countries with practitioners on the ground. ECA
outlined a number of programs and assistance that are being implemented and offered in various
countries. The group left the session with renewed optimism on Africa.

The Follow-Up Program also offered an opportunity to
network with other KU Alumni. | also recall the
Alumni having lively and passionate debates on
subjects that included among others Leadership,
Development, Human Rights, Education as well as
Conflicts in Africa. It was refreshing to note that the
whole bunch of us exhibited strong love towards the
Motherland, Africa, and yearned that a different story
be told.

. 4 |
Some of the takeaways from these debates were that Africa needed to take responsibility of
charting her own destiny; that it was high time Africans tell our story rather than wait for the
outside world to portray what they think; that there were a lot of positives developments in a
number of countries; that Africans need to build networks as building blocks for development
and that African diversity should not be viewed as a source of conflict but rather, should be a
used as a source of dynamism for development.

On a social level, it was also encouraging to note that a
number of KOICA-KU beneficiaries had moved up the
ladder in terms of career progression. Interestingly, quite
a sizeable number have joined the diplomatic arena of
their respective countries.

At the end of the Program, as an assessment, the
participants were given a group assignment to draft a
Project Proposal for possible consideration by KOICA.
The interesting dimension to the group set up was mixing
up people from different countries. | was put in a group
of 3 with participants from Kenya. It really tested the
ability to cooperate and coordinate across space drafting
this project. In the end it was a happy ending as our
proposal of TVET Institution was deemed to be one of the
best drafted.

I would like to commend KOICA and KU for organising the Follow-Up Program. | think itis a
very noble undertaking that needs to be regularly done. Besides tracking the progress of their
beneficiaries, it creates a strong network of the Alumni.

Aleck Masveure / Counsellor, Embassy of the Republic of Zimbabwe, Malaysia / Zimbabwe
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OUR EXPERIENCE IN PARTICIPATING IN A FOLLOW-UP PROGRAM ON KOICA-KU
MASTER’S DEGREE PROGRAM IN ETHIOPIA

In  October 2016, Tanzania alumni students (Alexander
‘ Costantine, Ombeni Mwasha, Peter Enos and Frank Mwega) were
invited to attend a follow-up program on KOICA-KU Master’s
Degree Program in Economic Policy and Development (Africa).
The program was conducted in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia for 6 days,
from 3 to 8 October 2016. The program was organized by Korea
University in collaboration with KOICA and was attended by 16
alumni students from Kenya, Zimbabwe, Ghana, Rwanda, Egypt,
Cameroon, Algeria, Tunisia, Ethiopia and Tanzania. The purpose
of the program was to train the alumni students on key issues of
international development and cooperation, discover African
development projects that can be implemented by KOICA and
GSIS in the future and investigate the effectiveness of scholarship program in achieving high level human
resources.

The training was conducted by Korea University professors and other invited guest speakers. Given their
experience and professional expertise on key issues on international development and cooperation, the knowledge
we acquired was enormous despite the limited time. It was through the program we were able to come up with a
proposal on Leather Industrial Park/Cluster Project in Dodoma region in Tanzania. The proposal was reviewed
and accepted by professors, and it will be presented to KOICA for
funding. Accordingly, we were awarded some money for our
initiatives and two professors, Cuz Potter and Lee Jing sang
visited Tanzania to assess the feasibility of the project. They had
meeting with top government officials from the Ministry of Trade,
Industries and Investment to discuss about the project. Their
suggestions and recommendations about the project were crucial
and we incorporated them to the proposal. Our government on the
other hand, assured them of its determination to support the
project. We hope that the project will be implemented soon and
we are happy that we are the source of this mega project and our
names will be written in the history of our country. We thank,
Korea University and KOICA for organizing this program and for
giving us this opportunity.

Indeed, the KOICA/KU Master’s Program has been very successful in creating high level human resources.
According to the evaluation result presented during the program and discussion we had with other alumni
students, much has been realized. Most alumni students are progressing well toward holding higher position, some
have enormous contribution in policy decision and knowledge sharing in their respective countries. We are very
thankful to KOICA and Korea University not only for the Master’s program but also for organizing the follow-up
program. It was an important avenue for networking after bringing the alumni students together. Also, an avenue
for some of us to meet again and share experiences after graduation.

Alexander Costantine, Ombeni Mwasha, Peter Enos, Frank Mwega / Tanzania




VOL 1. APRIL

We then checked in at Korea University, and the days of
nothing but fun were immediately over as our classes began with
so much reading within the first week. | had so much work and
some professors made sure that there is homework each and every
day and had to pull so many all-nighters. Let me put in here a big
BUT, there is so much that | leant during my 16 months of
studying. The professors are so knowledgeable and professional.
The biggest lesson for me was the development experience of
Korea, taught during classes and the various study tours organized
by the KOICA-KU team. It is one lesson | think about that
Zimbabwe can take a leaf from and change the country’s fortune
to millions of

into something meaningful and beneficial

Hello, fellow Alumni, I hope you are all doing great. Its Rejoice here
and welcome to my short story and | hope you enjoy it. Let me tell you
this, my experience in Korea can simply be described as “home away
from home”. | had a second family, just check it out here, wow. | had
lots of work to do, lots of stressful moments, and lots of FUN too! Let
me unpack my story to you now...

My first time at the airport, | thank my LORD GOD for the guidance,
just told me what Korea is about, order and development. Starting off at
KOICA —International Co-operation Centre, the orientation prepared me
for what was coming ahead. The short stay at ICC was truly amazing,
visiting the palaces and tasting Korean food for the first time. Let me be
honest, the food tasted so different from what | was used too, but up to
today, | cannot get over the taste of bibimpap, kimbop and green tea
latte, ooh scrumptious.

Zimbabweans. Of course lots of research, commitment and
discipline goes into achieving growth and development.

Let me check out at this note and add that the cold weather wasn’t
part of the fun, I literally stayed indoors. After all, we all sweated,
celebrated and graduated in style. | need a full day to tell you all
about it but my time was nothing short of AMAZING.

Rejoice Rumbidzai Musakaruka / Ministry of Finance & Economic Development / Zimbabwe
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After 16 months of living in Korea, | can tell that | took the best
decision ever. Participating in KOICA-KU program didn’t just open
up my horizons with higher level of education, it did change my
life.

| feel different in many ways, having the opportunity to audit
the lectures of cluster of internationally well-known professors and
working closely with some of them took me to higher level of
professionalism. Also, participating in KOICA-KU program gives
me the chance to meet new friends that become as closer as my
family.

In fact, with my new friends, | did enjoy many wonderful
activities. Skiing in the Jisan ski resort was one of my unique
experience in Korea. Coming from a country that doesn’t experience such heavy snow, | did enjoy my first steps in the world
of skiing. Such an unforgettable memories, hopefully after an uncountable trial | succeeded to go down the mountain.

Every spring, Korean enjoy a unique Asian phenomena,
exceptionally last year | was able to experience the first signs of spring
with a wonderful nature with my new international family. Going to
Han river park brings smile to my face even now, so white flower so
pure nature can bring tears to your eyes.

As | am so into sportive activities, participating in the KU GSIS —
YONSEI GSIS competition, | enjoyed playing volley ball with my GSIS
classmates and encouraging them while playing basketball, football and
rally.

I also didn’t miss the opportunity to practice some martial arts,
playing Taekwondo, the Korean pride, was always one of my dearest
dream, thankfully due to my stay in Korean and the help of my Korean friend, I could reach a respectful level. Going home
with brown belt, | am definitely going for the black as soon as possible.

Studying and trying to get the best marks didn’t deprive me from travelling through Korea, such a nice and beautiful
‘ peninsula. My best memories were in Jeju island. | loved each and
— = T4 everycorner of that small piece of heaven. My stay there will enlighten
i = : e my memories for ever.

——— g

ol ] S o - 'v—! ‘ Finally as KOICA-KU alumni, | deeply want to thank the Korean

' ' #d government, Tunisian government, KOICA representatives and Korea

= : | University for giving me the opportunity to not only enlarge my

g / horizons and multiply my skills but also to rediscover myself. The new

\ ) = myself is eager to learn, to go for new adventures, hardworking and
ALEt S healthy person.

Imen Maddouri / Presidency of Government / Tunisia
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Studying at the Korea University, which is one of
the most prestigious institutions in South Korea, was
a privilege for me. The lectures were all highly
knowledgeable in their fields and | got to learn a lot
from them and the standard of lectures provided was
of really high quality.

One of the memories that I will always cherish is of
the good friends | made while studying at the
University. | met people with different nationalities
and cultures and | got to learn a lot from them.
Undertaking the master’s program has provided me
with theoretical understanding, an in depth idea of
practical approaches and research skills which |

Upon receiving the scholarship to study in Seoul,
South Korea, | knew it was an opportunity that | needed
to take. South Korea is a vibrant country with a lot of
history. Exploring South Korea’s large and bustling
cities or the country’s lush coastlands and countryside, |
got to really enjoy the variety of interesting sights and
elegant views.

llu

know will aid me in making managerial decisions in the future. Lastly | would like to thank the South
Korea Government and KOICA for providing me with an opportunity to successfully complete my
Master’s Program in International Commerce from Korea University. Without this scholarship, my
dream of studying in South Korea would not have become a reality.

Ron Rajiv Regan / Ministry of Rural and Maritime Development / Fiji
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I was surprised when | got a call that | passed to join the KOICA Scholarship
Master Degree Program in one of the best universities in South Korea, Korea
University. One of my bucket-lists was checked! The school-life in the Tiger
Camp was really enjoyable and full of excitement. There are so many things on
a campus that cannot be found in my country. The excellent education system,
open-minded, smart and reliable professors, kind and helpful staffs, a beautiful
campus environment and also wonderful facilities that are provided for all
students.

It was in autumn season when | already felt at home in the Anam Dormitory Campus with
so much struggling with the food, the language and the distance of relationship. As a
Muslim, living in Seoul is not too easy to get halal food with regular tag prices and easy to be

accessed. So, mostly | ordered Zr& 2+H (Jjam-bbong noddle) in the restaurant around the

campus. Korean food typically like other Asian cuisines that served with a hot and spicy taste
similar to Indonesian food, so | can still enjoy it. | realized that the school life is not the same
as the working life. The autumn, my fav season, had passed in a blink of an eye with my
very first final examinations in KU. However, it was very grateful that Seoul has so many
attractive places even in every corner of South Korea, so | could release the stress and
boredom by visiting the sites. | usually spent my evening time till night for studying and

preparing the final exam in café. With the &5 &7 (Let The Universe) as background
music in the café, | can feel the cozy and smooth atmosphere. Fortunately, | have other track
songs of S 7tAFZ7| (Bolbbalgan4) in my smartphone. From that time, | always played
the Bolbbalgan4’s songs repeatedly.

fu

Getting scholarship at Korea University is a good opportunity to improve
knowledge. This campus has so many professors with excellent international
trade knowledge and great experience that are ready to be shared with the
students. Also, we can meet and make friends with other students from various
countries. Until now, 1 still feel grateful. Time has come. Now, | am back to my
institution and serve people in my country again. The knowledge and
experiences are ready to be implemented and shared. Whenever | miss KU,
Korea, autumn, my friends in Korea, KOICA fellows, and Jjampong Ramyeon,
I will listen to the Bolbbalgan4’s songs while scrolling pictures list that has
been taken in Korea.

Korea, | always miss you.

Agus Ruslani / Indonesia / Central of Statistics Agency of Indonesia
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Korea gave me an experience of a life time and also a glimpse of the future (the Fourth Industrial Revolution), Korea
University gave me the love of books, my best academic period ever and KOICA played an important part of making Korea
and Korea University an experience worth it.

Studies in Korea University

Before arriving in KU | was told, the only difference the school (KU) had
with Harvard University was just the name. With my experience, | strongly
believe it was not just a myth but the truth. Korea University made me realize
the mind’s horizon was vast and could achieve whatever it desired.

The Professors were on point, the reading materials and books were apt for
the changing world we find ourselves, academic infrastructure and logistics,
impeccable. My course mates had good stories pertaining to their various
countries and offered me the opportunity to know the globe at one place
(Classroom). With the mentor I had in my supervisor, Professor Kim Jung Ho, |
left Korea University not just with a certificate but a better understanding of the
changing world and finding solutions to problems faced by humanity.

Social Life in Korea

Without a doubt Korea is one of the best destinations for holiday lovers, it has the very
best of everything, from entertainment to shopping. My fondest memories of Korea is
sharing meals with friends and shopping on the streets of Myeong — Dong. | made some
good friends from different parts of the globe who also shared their experiences with me.
The streets of Myeong Dong was one of my favorites, | just loved the ambience and the
view of shoppers who were mostly millennial. | got to see the latest trends in fashion at
Myeong Dong. It was a beautiful place and would recommend it any day. | also enjoyed
the historical game battles between Korea University and Yonsei University, they were
great to watch.

I will forever be grateful to the Government and the people of Korea for
such a life changing experience. The development of Korea is not only
seen in her economic growth but Korea’s ability to help developing
countries to also rise and Africa appreciates her partnership.

Nana Yaw Kwakye / Ghana / Ministry of Transports
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Winning KOICA scholarship was one of the greatest news to have reached me in 2016. Traveling to Korea and schooling
in KU was something | could not believe was going to happen to me in the next few months. There was however a mixed
feeling since it was the first time to leave my family and friends for such a long period. | had so many expectations about
South Korea and the Korea University since | had read a lot about both the country and the University.

I arrived in Korea in the company of a colleague also from Ghana on the
19th of August 2016 after enjoying a Business flight from Dubai to Korea.
The nice hospitality and the warm welcome we received from the staff of
KOICA at the Incheon International Airport made me felt at home. Between
the Incheon International Airport to KOICA ICC, | observed so many
fascinating things on the way which really amazed me. | had another
opportunity to join other colleagues from other developing countries at the
ICC on a city tour to some amusement and monumental sites in the city and
I came to the realization that there a lot of positive things | could carry away
from Korea.

I could however not wait to get to the beautiful and prestigious Korea University
campus after spending few days at the KOICA ICC because | was so eager to learn
from the best practices and experiences of Korea as well from other nationals, and
from what has brought them that far. Little did | know that the University also has so
much in store for us to learn from. In addition to usual lectures from experienced
professors, the University as part of the program also organized field trips, public
lectures, seminars and many more. All these were meant to equip participants with
relevant skills and expertise needed to transform our respective countries. | recount our
field trip to Hyundai Automobile Company, where we learnt a lot from Korea’s
humble industrial development and how far they have developed into three strong
subsidiaries. We also visited the Busan Port and again vital lessons were learnt from
there which | believe my country could benefit from.

The last fond memory | still have about Korea which | can hardly forget was
the parting night party at KU after our graduation ceremony on the 15th of
December 2017. | had a mixed feeling once again because on one breath | was
happy to come home after a long break and on the other breath it was sad to say
good bye to some colleagues having being together for a long while. In all, life
in Korea has been an eye opener to me and one of the greatest experiences |
have had in life and | must admit that Korea is now my second home.

Emmanuel Yeboah / Ghana / Assistant Director / Ministry of Employment and Labour
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18 August 2016 was the date | left my beloved family and country, a day forward safe and sound brought me to Korea.

This time was different from the previous time because | had to start my long journey. During my 16-month study in Korea, it
was amazing way which was not really easy but worth to be walked, to be run, and to be followed. | have gained many
fantastic things beside academic life in which included social, cultural and traditional sharing from the 15 various developing
countries. Additionally, it was a bit unfamiliar between working in financial sector and studying in real sector, it was tough
for me but | could recognize that it was another advantage to understand another sector that was why it pushed me to know

about how the countries do the trade each other and importantly the strong commitment of me treated me the favorable results

I never ever expected before.

I’'m proud of being an international student at Korea University in which amongst
of SKY under KOICA Scholarship program. Both institutions provided me a
wonderful life with new skills, experiences and knowledge to help my country and
contribute to my people around me such as colleagues, friends, relatives etc to
improve their quality of lives with the theories and practice of international commerce

complied with the principles of WTO in which the trade is being done between two or

more countries or by one association. For instance, Cambodia has free trade
agreement (FTA) with other countries such as Korea, Japan and others through ASEAN. Beyond the outstanding academic
orientation, | have the opportunity to meet excellent professors, classmates and wonderful people at KU. Professors are highly
helpful and kindly understanding; | sincerely appreciated not only professors
but also TA, Program Coordinator to whom | was keeping contact regardless
the long physical distance and time. My heart was felt when my leaving
from Korea, | miss my time, friends, school, food especially Kimchi Jigae ©
at the grandfather’s restaurant near KUMC. I do acknowledge the learning,
values and skills obtained during my master program in Korea University

and the nice smile of warm heart and kindness of Korean people.

Kannika HOR / Cambodia / Section Chief at Clearing House Division /

Banking Operations Department, National Bank of Cambodia
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The KOICA —KU masters programme came as a big
opportunity for me to experience international training in one
of the countries that has rapidly industrialized. The Korean
model of economic growth has always been used as a bench
mark for Economic development in my country. Right away
from the airport when we were received as KOICA trainees
with my colleagues from other countries, | felt at home by
the warm reception we received and taken to the KOICA
Centre where we were inducted before we were taken to
Korea university to start our training in masters of arts degree programme in economic policy and
development for 16 months.

The teaching and learning facilities were awesome with very
friendly professors and other international students. This provided a
relaxing environment for academic learning with well-equipped
libraries and reading rooms. The existence of a good transport network
facilitated ease of movement from one town to another making it easy
to reach markets and other shopping areas where | met and interacted
with other international Nationalities.

KOICA provided us with another life experience in Korea apart from the normal academic work. We
hard special lectures organized on various topics especially those relevant to our careers and
development of our countries. Furthermore, we had an opportunity to visit BUSAN city in December
2016 and learnt more especially about the Busan port expansion plans and how it is connected to the rest
of the world. A tour of the Hyundai motor company and the ship building industry gave us a more
understanding on some of the major economic activities in the manufacturing sector of South Korea.

Visiting various government offices and the garden roof was more
refreshing as a tourism attraction site and also offered us an
opportunity to learn more about how the Korean government is
structured and the mode of service delivery. The completion of the
course and the farewell party on Friday 14" December 2017 was the
climax of it all. I will always remember this day when Prof. Kang
called up my name, leading me to shake the Deans hand and other
professors as they congratulated me for my achievement. It was a
world of learning for the 16 months in Seoul, South Korea.

Kennedy Lumbe Lukhafwa / Kenya / Ministry of Devolution and Planning
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[ Conference ]

2075

[TCI conference]

At TCI conference, which is organized by
KOICA, KOICA students were able to share
their experiences and knowledge with

students from other participating organizations.

 Date: November 3~4th, 2015
* Venue: EXCO, Daegu

2076

KOICA students, professors and staffs gathered to
listen to some of recommendations shared by
KOICA students about campus life, courses, and
supervise of dissertation. Professors and staffs had
discussed to reflect given opinions and
recommendations.

* Date: 2017.12.06, 2pm
« Participants: Professors, KOICA students and
staffs
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[ Lutracarrioabar Aetintios ]

2075

[Jeju Island Field trip]
 Date: October 7~9th, 2015
* Place: Science Park, Smart Grid KEPCO Center, etc

2076
[Hyundai Plant Fieldtrip]

KOICA students went to two of the Hyundai Plant to make an
inspection. They were able to see Korea’s Heavy Industry fostering
policy and the process of economic growth based on exports
facilitating policy, making it a great opportunity for KOICA students
to have solid understanding about Korea’s economic growth.

« Date: 2017.01.23. ~2017.01.25.

« Venue: Hyundai Motor Plant and Hyundai Heavy
Industry Plant

« Participants: KOICA students

[Busan International Film Festival]

KOICA students went to see Busan International Film
Festival Memorial Hall, which is one of the significant
film festival in Asia.

« Date: 2017.01.24

[Asia Europe Economic Forum]

The 14" Asia Europe Economic Forum (AEEF) was held which was
hosted by the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy of Korea (MOTIE).
High-level economists, representatives of ministries and corporate got
together to exchange on the theme “Prospects for the Asia-Europe
Economic Cooperation in a New World Order”. KOICA-KU students
were able to attend this Forum.

« Date:2017.09.20 — 2017.09.21

« Venue: Oakwood Hotel at COEX
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[Bowling Contest]

With a new fall semester starting, KOICA students gathered together to have a contest in bowling. A
great time for them to enjoy time in Korea and get along well with one another.

« Date: 2016.09.05

« Participants: KOICA students

[Korea University vs. Yonsei University Game]

So called ‘Go-Yon Jun’ is a big sport event held between two
rivals, Korea University and Yonsei University. KOICA students
were able to join this event and spent their time cheering with
many local students for Korea University to win.

- Date: 2016.09.24

« Venue: Olympic Park

For the KOICA students who have been studying hard and staying
in a significantly different environment for more than a year of time,
We held a fare well party celebrating their completion of
Scholarship Program and wishing their future to be brighter.

« Date: 17.12.15
« VVenue: Crimson Hall
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